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SUBJECT; ROC declares NEED FOR NUCLEAR REPROCESSING CAPABILITY; 
PROBABLE SECOND TRY AT ACQUIRING WEAPONS GRADE MATERIAL CAPABILITY 


REF (A) TAIPEI 082SJ (B) TAIPEI 0675, (C) STATE 12137 


1. SUMMARY: MOFA AND ROC AEC SECRETARY GENERAL VICTOR 
CHENG PRESENTED EMBOFFS WITH NUCLEAR FUEL MANAGEMENT 
PROPOSAL WHICH (IN CONJUNCTION WITH INFORMATION FROM 
OTHER SOURCES) APPEARS ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO ACQUIRE A 
CHEMICAL SEPARATION CAPABILITY OF THE TYPE NEEDED IN 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAMS. CHENG USED TAIWAN POWER 
OOMPAN’S anticipated fuel requirements to JUSTIFY NEED FOR 
IN-COUNTRY REPROCESSING PLANT. PROPOSAL IMPLIES 
AMENDMENT TO US-CHINA COOPERATION AGREEMENT ON CIVIL 
USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY TO PERMIT SALE OF US NUCLEAR FUEL 
FDR TAIPOWER’S EIGHT PROJECTEDSEACTORS (VICE PRESENT TWO) 
AND TO PERMIT THE ROC TO SHIP SIFNT FUEL TO BRITAIN FOR 
REPROCESSING. IF WASHINGTON CONCURS IN OUR INTERPRETATION, 
EMBASSY RECOMMENDS PROMPT, FIRM TURNDOWN OF ROC’S PROPOSALS 
RE CHEMICAL SEPARATION PLANT. END SUMMARY. 


2. AT MEETING ON AUGUST 5 REQUESTED BY MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, CHENG CHEN-HUA (VICTOR CHENG) SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF AEC AND CHU CHIN-K’ANG, DIRECTOR OF MOFA'S DEPARTMENT 
OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS PRESENTED SCIENCE ADVISOR AND 
EMBOFF A DRAFT PROPOSAL COVERING ROC’S PLANS FOR NUCLEAR 
FUEL MANAGEMENT. PROPOSAL IS INTEFDED TO SERVE AS BASIS 
FOR DISCUSSIONS TO BE HELD BETWEEN CHENG AND US AEC IN 
LATE AUGUST. CHU, RATHER THAN CHENG, OPENED SESSION BY 
READING proposal SUMMARY STATEMENT (TEXT BY SEPTEL), 

THUS EMPHASIZING ITS NATURE AS OFFICIAL ROC REQUEST, 
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NOTE, FOR EXAMPLE. THAT nnlfrfffn 1° RATHER QUESTIONABLE MF 
able to DESIorA suitable ENGINEERS SHO5:^8? 

VEARS study, rather PLANT AFTER ABOUT TWO 

UNDERSTANDING THJruI sJuK'JS/i'^f^ AND IT IS OUR 
FUEL NEEDS, BOtS NOW TAIPOWER'S ANTKIPATED 

/ AN IN-COUNTRY^REPROCESSlMG^rapanT^^^^^ CONCEPT OF 
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